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NEXT ISSUE: The deadline for articles for the Summer newsletter is 27th August 2021  
All contributions will be gratefully received! 
 
     
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Events are subject to cancellation or change depending on Covid-19 restrictions at the time. 

Procedures on forays--the consensus is not to go for number limitation but to split into more than 
one group if needed on the day. Recording slips to be handed to foray leader [into a plastic bag on 
the day!] or sending list of finds by email later Social distancing, masks, gloves, tissues, hand 
sanitiser to be used with common sense. Multiple handling of fungi discouraged but arrange to 
display at end of foray for viewing [possibly hard to implement safely. Details for some outings will 
follow by e-mail. 

FORAY PROGRAMME 2021  
 
Sunday May 23rd   Sidwood  - Mike Cruse 
Saturday  June 5th   Bowlees - Jo Scott 
Saturday July 31st   Pub Lunch—Durham City - Val Standen 
Sunday August 22nd   Linden Hall—Morpeth  - Sally Pattison 
Saturday September 4th  Birch Wood—Bilsdale NYM  - Alan Simkins 
Sunday September 5th  Edmondsley Wood -  Mike Cruse 
Sunday September 12th  Lordstones—NYM  - Alan Simkins 
Saturday September 18th Druridge Bay -  Mike Cruse 
Sunday September 19th  Hartford Hall  - Sally Pattison 
Saturday September 25th Crook  - Louise Watson 
Sunday September 26th  High Plains -  Mike Cruse 
Sunday October 3rd   Auckland Deer Park  - Alan Simkins 
Saturday October 9th  Hadrians Wall—Walltown  - Shaun Hackett 
Sunday October 10th  Harbottle -  Mike Cruse 
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Saturday October 16th  Letah Wood—Tyne  - Gordon Beakes 
Saturday October 23rd  Croxdale—Wear  - Val Standen 
Sunday October 24th  Frost Hall—Farndale NYM  - Alan Simkins 
Saturday October 30th  Malton—County Durham -  Val Standen 
Sunday October 31st  Mulgrave Castle—Whitby -  Paul Forster 
Sunday November 7th  Boltby—NYM  - Rhona Sutherland 
Sunday November 14th  Errington Woods—New Marske -  Alan Simkins  
 
Meeting Details. (10.30am for an 11am start) 
 
 Sunday May 23rd  -  Sidwood  -  Mike Cruse 
 
 Part of Kielder Forest just two miles NW from the village of Greenhaugh. Formerly part of an old 
estate, some ancient trees and ornamental species remain from this time .There is a large car park 
shortly into the woods , do not proceed to the picnic area marked P on the map . 
Grid Ref :- NY 778 889    Nearest Postcode :- NE 48 1NB 
 
The link below provides an interactive map of the area . 
 

 

Road south-east of Sidwood by Andrew Curtis 
geograph for square NY7788 Dist:2.0km west-northwest 
Road south-east of Sidwood 

 
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3745238 
 
mikecruse@live.com       Tel :- 01661 823229        Mob:- (On the day only) 07486 992923 

Saturday June 5th – Bowlees – Jo Scott 

GR NY 907 282. Nearest post code DL12 0XF. 
 
Meet in the Bowlees Visitor Centre Car Park. A look at lichens in the woodland around the Visitor 
Centre and a walk down to the river to take in the walls and riverside rocks. 
 

 
Tel: 07413939729 
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Saturday July 31st   Pub Lunch—Durham City - Val Standen 
 
Details to follow by e-mail. 
 
Sunday August 22nd   Linden Hall—Morpeth  - Sally Pattison 
 
Details to follow by e-mail. 
 
Saturday September 4th – Birch Wood Bilsdale – Alan Simkins 

Birch Wood is in Bilsdale in the North York Moors--grid ref SE570920--roadside parking is available 
on the B1257 Stokesley to Helmsley road. 

Birch Wood is a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust nature reserve composed mainly of deciduous trees. 

 

 My Local Foray Day. 24/04/21.  

I decided to have a go at doing my own ‘Local Fungus Foray’ and chose the Gainford to Gainford 
Spa walk along the Tees bank. I already knew of the rusts and smuts there but did a couple of 
preliminary visits to spot and damp-box/microscope/research/ID some of the unknowns. Did the 
walk again on the day and ended up entering about 70 records on iRecord, (60+ of which were 
micros - along with an eye tic!!). Best finds were ramularia armoraciae on Dame’s Violet leaf 
spots, yet more vankya ornithogalii smut bursting through slits on gagea lutea leaves, the shiny 
black fruit-bodies of leptotrochila verrucosa on old Sweet Woodruff and minute pirottaea 
nigrostriata on a dead Hogweed stem. Ramularia septata was rife on browned strongly curved 
leaves of Snowdrop and I found my first peronospora arvensis Downy Mildew on Ivy Leaved 
Speedwell. Most colonies develop easily in a damp box, (margarine/sandwich box with dampened 
kitchen roll inside) and once on a slide to see if it’s the ‘lemon trees’ of a Downy Mildew; the 
‘budding posts’ of a Powdery Mildew or the ‘sausage links’ of Ramularia, (or the ‘argh no it’s a 
cladosporium sp’) . The ‘White Moulds, Ramularia…. Guide’ from Wales has been well used! So 
busy looking down I nearly missed the hysterium angustatum – 1mm ‘black lips’ swarming over  
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rough tree bark – passers-by seemed quite wary of me grinning close up to a tree trunk. (Don’t 
think the whoops of joy and eye tic helped……). 

 

Vankya ornithogali Smut on Yellow Star of Bethlehem 

Ramularia septata on Snowdrop 

 

Leptotrochila verrucosa on older Sweet Woodruff 
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Hysterium angustatum on bark.  
 

 
 

Jill Cunningham  
 
 
4 Micros on Ground Elder (in easy speak) to look out for now 
 

1 – Protomyces macrosporus – basically ‘pale warts’ easily seen on leaf stems and leaves. 

 

2 – Puccinia aegopodii – Rust - raised little pale pustules on leaf upper-side with the brown spots of 
rust on cream in the corresponding dips/pustules on the leaf under-side, (+/- upper-side as well). 
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3 – Plasmopara nivea – Downy Mildew - yellowy patches on leaf upper-side with white colonies on 
corresponding areas on leaf under-side. 

 

4 – Mycosphaerella podagrariae – pale/white spots on upper-side with a thin whitish film + dark 
minute ‘dots’ set in it on underside between veins. No swellings/bumps. 

 

All fairly common and easily recognised by sight + lens. 

 

Jill Cunningham 
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Some interesting web sites:- 
 
FUNGI   RESOURCES 
 
Carmarthenshire Fungi 
www.carmarthenshirefungi.co.uk 

 
The above site contains useful info in the Resources section etc. Below is info from our 2 
main Fungi organisations . 
 
Groups :: British Mycological Society 
https://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/mycology/recording-network/groups 
 
Home :: British Mycological Society 
https://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk 
 
Fungus Conservation Trust 
www.abfg.org 
 
 
Mike Cruse 
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North East Fungus Study Group AGM minutes      
Minutes of the 23rd AGM held at Rainton Meadows on 15th February 2020 at 11.00a.m. 
 
Present:  
Alan Simkins (Chair), Keith Tulip, Gordon Beakes, Val Standen (Sec), Jill Cunningham, Jo Scott, 
Doug McCutcheon, Cath Gillie, Rachel  Richards, Sally Pattison, Ron Pattinson (Treasurer), Mike 
Cruse, Paul Foster, Daphne Aplin. 
 
Apologies: John and Rhona Sutherland, Mal Greaves, John Robinson. 
 
Minutes of last AGM: The minutes were read and approved (proposed - Doug, seconded Gordon). 
 
Matters arising: Ron reported that we now pay £132 to the FCT and Michael Jordan for public 
liability insurance. It is the equivalent to 4 membership subscriptions and one of these 'floating' 
memberships is carried by the leader of each foray. 
 
Chairman's report:  

Welcome to 2020 – NEFSG YEAR 23 
Firstly, I sadly record the passing away of two of our members (Tom Kirby and Gwen Humble) in 

the early months of 2019 – and also that another member (Aubrey Colling) now resides in a 
supportive home. Several NEFSG members attended the funeral services of Tom and Gwen. 
All are sorely missed. 

Membership of NEFSG remains strong and whilst some memberships have lapsed, new members 
have arrived. The 2019 foray programme was extensive and well-supported I only draw 
attention to one – the Hadrian’s Wall Foray at Walltown which was the first of an at least 
annual foray at sites near the Wall focussing on waxcaps, with support from the 
Northumberland National Park staff. 

For the organisation of these forays thanks given again to members who propose them. Please 
keep coming forward with site suggestions. Your Treasurer has been busy reorganising bank 
accounts, insurance matters, and membership lists and is commended for his efforts. Val at 
Durham and Jo at Stockton kindly hosted our two committee meetings in 2019. John 
continued his maintenance of our website and Jo continued to coordinate our newsletters. 
Finally in a successful innovation Sally Pattison (with technical support from Sheila Lillie) 
organised a microscopy day at Bebside earlier this month which several members attended – 
and learned things. 

Of course our big event of 2019 was Brathay Hall in Cumbria where we entertained our German 
myko-colleagues over a long weekend in October. The programme of activities went like 
clockwork and I particularly thank Rhona and John (Armitt Museum), Val and Cath (Lunches 
etc.) and Gordon who persuaded the British Mycological Society to grant aid the cost of the 
meeting room – well done all. 

Finally it is good to report that our contacts with other “environmental” groups continue, 
notably the Tees Valley Wildlife Trust, Durham Wildlife Trust, and Cleveland Naturalists. 
Some effort has been expended to initiate similar links with Northumberland Wildlife Trust 
commencing in 2020. Last, and by no means least, we have combined with the Borders 
Fungus Group (BFG) on several forays during the year and several NEFSG members have 
joined BFG microscopy workshops to their individual benefit. 

 
 
Treasurer's report: Ron reported the situation for the year ending 2019. There were 50 members 
including some honorary members. Of the £1390 in the bank after membership subscriptions were 
received, £792 was spent on the joint meeting with MAK members at Brathay last October. 35 
members have paid subscriptions for the current year and there is £796 in the current account. Ron 
reported that Easy Funding had paid £90 and anyone wishing to contribute to this useful amount 
should consult the last Newsletter for details of how to do this online. 
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Election of officers: None of the current officers had resigned and no other nominations had been 
received and it was proposed that the current officers should be re-elected. (proposed Jill, 
seconded Doug). 
 
2020 Forays: 
 
Sunday April 19th               Bowlees    Jo Scott 
Sunday May 17th                Bickerton     Mike Cruse / Shaun Hackett 
 
Saturday July  25th LUNCH at the King's Lodge Hotel, Flass Vale, Durham 
 
Sunday August 16th           Beanley    Sally Pattison 
*Sunday August 23rd          Auckland Deer Park   Alan Simkins 
Sunday September 6th      Bickerton     Mike Cruse / Shaun Hackett 
Sunday September 13th     Tudhoe    Mike Cruse (with DWT) 
Saturday September 19th   Hartford Hall   Sally Pattison 
Sunday September 20th    Kirkdale Minster   Alan Simkins 
Saturday September 26th  Crook    Louise  Watson 
Sunday September 27th     High Plains    Mike Cruse 
Saturday October 3rd         Sutton  Bank    Christine  Meek 
Sunday October 4th            Rushpool Hall   Alan Simkins 
Saturday October 10th      Hadrian’s  Wall    Shaun Hackett 
Sunday October 11th          Lordstones     Alan  Simkins 
Saturday October 17th       Letah Wood     Gordon Beakes 
Sunday October 25th    Mulgrave Castle     Mike Cruse / Paul Forster 
(With Whitby Nats and Cleveland Nats) 
Sunday November 1st       Hawnby     Rhona Sutherland 
Sunday November 8th      Errington Wood     Alan Simkins  
Sunday November 15th     Sidwood      Mike Cruse 

* may be moved to October 4th if permission for Rushpool Hall not obtained. 

 

Dom suggested Mike check with Forestry Commission that no work taking place at Sidwood that day 
and OK to visit. 

The Borders group meetings are not advertised ahead as they are subject to change. Alan  
emphasised the importance of making and keeping contacts with other groups such as the Borders 
group. Mike has contacts with this group (and with Mid-Yorkshire) and will continue to circulate 
information when he is given it,. 

 

Date of next meeting: Alan to book Rainton for February 2021. 
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     An amendment from the last Newsletter. 
 
 
 
               

               

 
 
 
 
 
 
Two grey lichens to watch out for. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Candelariella vitillina 
 
A common yellow, granular lichen 
which forms a thick crust. Found on 
rocks, walls, and bark. Yellow or 
brownish apothecia.  

Lepraris incana 
 
Very common on trees and damp 
rocks. Quite a distinctive grey 
colour easily spotted. Very 
powdery, fluffy with no definite 
shape. No apothecia. 
 

 
Lepraria nivalis 
 
A pale greenish/ grey powdery lichen. On 
rocks and cliffs under overhands or in 
crevases protected from rain. This one has a 
more distinct margin. No apothecia. 


