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NEXT ISSUE: The deadline for articles for the Spring newsletter is 26th April 2024 
All contributions will be gratefully received!  

 
Forthcoming Events 
We have left more days available to allow for Pop Ups and requests from other organisations. 
 
FORAY PROGRAMME 2024  
 
( Pop up forays are to be encouraged , especially out of the September to early November 
main season .) 
Meet at 10:30am for an 11.00 am start unless otherwise stated . 
 
Sunday April 28th – Pow Hill, Derwent Reservoir. 
 
Meet in the small car park at GR NZ007515.  Just past the entrance road to the park. We will be 
looking for lichens and any fungi that are about.  Red squirrels might be a bonus.  
Tel: Jo Scott, 07413939729 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Sun Sep 1st   Mike Cruse   Jesmond Dene , Newcastle 
Sat Sep 7th      Alan Simkins   Lowna , nr Gillamoor , NYMNP 
Sat Sep 14th    Val Standen   Chapman’s Well , Lanchester 
 
Thur Sep 19th– Sun Sep 22nd  Grantown on Spey (3 nights) 
 
Sun Sep 29th    Doug McCutcheon  Nenthead 
 
Sat Oct 5th – Sun Oct 6th  UKFD (Northern area probably Morpeth again or another town with foray 
site within walkable distance .)  tbc 
 
Thur Oct 10th – Mon Oct 14th Cortinarius Study Days (4 nights)  tbc 
 
Sat Oct 19th     Alan Simkins  Joint foray DWT Gateshead area  tbc 
Sat Oct 26th     Val Standen  Joint foray Durham University, Durham 
Sat Nov 2nd      Alan Simkins  Cropton Forest 
Sun Nov 3rd      Rhona Sutherland  Ryedale area tba 
Sat Nov 9th     Sally Pattison  Seahouses tbc 
 

 POP  UP  FORAYS  

In previous years we have had a number of forays from April to August that have been productive.  

We thought it would be a good idea to leave this period for Pop Up forays. If you are out and about 
and find some interesting fungi that you think the group would like to see, arrange a Pop Up foray, 
give a couple of days or more notice.  

Send me the details , mikecruse@live.com , and I will circulate to the whole group. There may be 
someone not living near the site who might fancy coming.  

It could be just a morning, afternoon or full day, midweek or weekend. Choose your start time, 
whether to bring a packed lunch or not, parking arrangements etc.  

I am happy to do the recording on CATE2, whether I attend or not, provided you supply the 
information below. 

                               Fungi 
                               Grid Ref for the site 
                               Ecosystem (Mixed Woodland , Grassland etc .) 
                               Associated Organism (Which plant , tree) if known 
                               Medium (Grass , Litter , Soil , Stump , Fallen branch / log etc.) 

Good Foraying . 

Mike Cruse 
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So You Thought That 
You Knew All About 
Fomes Fomentarius? 

 

 

We have grown up (in NEFSG terms) learning that the two big bracket fungi found on dead- dying 
birch trunks are either Piptoporus betulinus or Fomes fomentarius (the Hoof Fungus because it 
resembles the shape of a horse hoof). 

Books say it is mainly seen on birch but can be found 
on other deciduous trees, although I had never seen 
it on any other trees than birch in the UK. 

Fast forward to our 2023 visit to the Odenwald in 
Germany and I was fascinated to see several Fomes 
fomentarius growing on dead beech trunks –more 
commonly than on birch it seemed. In discussion 
with Bernhard he confirmed that Beech is a common 
substrate host for Fomes fomentarius in Germany. 

Bernhard then described recent (last four years) research in Europe and some further afield eg 
Asia, Russia, Americas which has concluded that there are at least two and possibly more Fomes 
species present in Europe: 

- Fomes fomentarius – in boreal or temperate habitats – usually on beech or birch 
substrates–larger pores(27-30 pores per centimetre)–larger spores basidiospores of 12-18 x 
4-7 microns). 

- Fomes inzengae–in southern, Mediterranean latitudes in Europe (but also recorded in the 
United Kingdom!) – on oak, sweet chestnut, hornbeam, poplar substrates – 
smallerpores(32-40 pores per centimetre) –smaller spores (bsidiosporesof10-12x 3.0-3.5 
microns). 

So should we use this new in formation to check out our commonly found (assumed) Fomes 
fomentarius? I suppose that there is no harm in doing so but the likelihood is that Fomes inzengae 
will not tolerate our UK climate. But there is always global warming to throw a spanner in the 
works. 

P.S.If any one would like to see the detailed work on the above Bernhard sent me a copy of the 
relevant papers – so I can circulate it further. 

 
 
 
Alan Simkins 
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And the prize for the most novel specimen box goes to - Keith Tulip! 
 
 
Slime moulds are hard to find and supposedly don’t travel well - but Keith found that if you park 
under damp Sycamore for long enough, they come to you; appear to thrive in the car boot trim, 
and travel to the AGM! 

Physarum auriscalpum seems to be the likely ID – the microscopy +the calcareous scales on the 
peridium are concentrated on the upper surface, leaving the base nearly limeless seems to me to 
be the clincher. It’s on bark but also on herbaceous – so could include bark lichens. Seen growing 
among a lichen Xanthoria parietina. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill Cunningham 
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An Introduction 
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Helen Simmons 
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Agathomyia wankowiczii,on the way to Sainsbury’s! 23/02/24.  
 
Had yet another short divert into Throckley/Walbottle Dene prior to doing mum’s shop. Wandered 
off the beaten path; thought I’d look at some mosses + liverworts; caught sight of swathes of a 
slime mould on a fallen trunk; ooo, Metatrichia floriformis I think; glanced up the bank; ah, an old 
trunk with big brackets - Ganoderma; oh, big, thin brackets - G. applanatum……OH! one with lumps 
on the pores. A clamber up the bank – and YO!Agathomyia wankowiczii galls – (but only the one 
bracket and no more found…as yet – I had the shopping to do). 
 
This species was first found in Kent in 1990 and has been moving north. I’ve found it from 2019 in 
Preston Park, 3 sites in Darlington, and Castle Eden Dene, but this is my first in Northumberland. 
Agathomyia wankowiczii, the Yellow Flat-footed Fly, (who chose those names!?),lays eggs in the 
pores of only G. applanatum. The galls start as small ‘warts’ which grow up to 1cm. Inside each 
‘wart’ is the grub of the fly which later falls out, buries itself and pupates in the ground. All my 
records have been from sheltered, shady, damp sites. Keep an eye out for them – there must be 
more around or arriving soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jill Cunningham 
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N.E.F.S.G. Annual General Meeting. 17/02/2024 
Attended by 19 members. 
 
1 – Presentation by Keith Thomas, Brew Lab re DNA technology + database, promoted much 
discussion. 
 
2 - Apologies – Peter Holmes, Mary Hull, Kennedy Page, Gordon Simpson, Rhona + John Sutherland, 
Richard Thompson. 
 
3 – Matters arising from 2023 AGM minutes. No matters arising. 
 
4 – Approval of 2023 AGM minutes.Proposed, Lydia Koelmans. Seconded, Jo Scott. 
 
5 – Chairman Report. Alan thanked Doug and Jo for their input on Lichens, and thanked Sally and 
Cath for the successful UK Fungus Day event at Barnard Castle He mentioned the excellent trip to 
Germany and noted the highlight finds. He also commented on the well-attended Earth Tongue 
workshop tutored by Mal Greaves and thanked all members for recording and leading forays. 
 
6 – Treasurer Report.114 members, an increase of 28 on last year. Funds very healthy £2214, 
(approx. £1950 after Barnard Castle room payment). Action – Cath Gillie + Ron Pattinson to contact 
Barnard Castle regards payment. 
It was noted that the website stated 60 members. Action – Ron Pattinson to ask John to update 
this. 
 
7 – Election of Officers. All to remain in posts. Alan has offered to continue his Chairmanship. 
Gabi asked what the post entailed + Alan gave a brief resume. Proposed, Doug McCutcheon. 
Seconded, Gordon Beakes. 
 
8 – Procedural matters. 
*Up-dated NEFSG Constitution. Noted needed for future grant/funding applications. 
*Safeguarding Policy. Both approved. Proposed, Keith Tulip. Seconded, Gordon Beakes. 
*Risk Assessment Form for foray leaders. Concerns noted that it may be too lengthy/detailed and 
could put off leaders. Many options were discussed including - suggestions such as to put it on the 
website for all to read prior to meets. Ron informed us that the NEFSG insurance is for 3rd party 
only + we could be liable if Risk Assessment is not followed. Cath mentioned ‘due diligence’. 
Action – Keith Tulip to search out Tom’s original Risk Assessment and send it to Alan. Action – 
deferred to be discussed at the next Committee Meeting in May. 
Many thanks were given to Sally and Cath for their work on these policies. 
There was also a related discussion on the club’s title – ‘East’ or ‘Eastern’? Discussion concluded 
that we are ‘East’ on everything other than the banking, where we are ‘Eastern’. East was the 
preferred choice. Action – Ron Pattinson, Treasurer, to contact the bank to see if the account 
name can be changed easily. Noted – that those who pay their subs direct would have to change 
their payment details. 
 
9 – Proposed 2024 Foray Programme + UK Fungus Day + Cortinarius Workshop. Mike handed out 
the programme. This year, as requested, it has 1 foray each weekend from September to 
November + 1 meet in April. This allows for Pop-up Forays in the months between, either as joint 
forays with other groups or to see seasonal fungi as they appear. Mike encouraged members to 
suggest possible Pop-ups and that he will email members + offered help with leadership and Cate2 
recording.  
Dominique mentioned that other groups have 1 meet a month between November and September 
to maintain interest in the group throughout the year and to record seasonal fungi. Discussed and 
agreed that the Pop-ups would cover that this year. 
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Sally has looked into Morpeth Town Hall + outside space for future Study days/Workshops/Events. 
The next Cortinarius Workshop is likely to be 2 days rather than 4 due to cost, time, Geof Kibby not 
available this year. 
Action – Mike to send the Proposed Programme to Jo for the Newsletter and to John for the 
Website. 
 
10 – AOB. 
*Gabi raised the problem of the quantity and size of the photo emails using up too much space on 
phones. Mike has recently reduced the quantity and size of those being sent which has helped but 
not solved the problem. Options were discussed, e.g., putting them on the website; Facebook; 
separately from the written report, etc. Action – to be discussed/reviewed at the next Committee 
Meeting. 
 
Date of 2025 AGM. Alan to arrange for around this time next year. 
 
Next Committee meeting – 15th May 2024. 
 
At the end of the Meeting Paul Forster gave an excellent slide-show on the last Germany visit and 
also an enjoyable You Tube video on a joint venture with the University and NEFSG.  
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A closer look at Pertusaria pertusa (Pepperpots).  A common species seen as light greenish patches 
on  trees. Can have a distinct white prothallus showing as a white edge to the lichen thallus. The 
apothecia are sunk in wart like structures with black holes giving it the appearance of pepperpots. 

 
 
 
               

               

                        

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
         Cross section through ‘wart’                    Apothecia showing the 2 large spores 


