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NEXT ISSUE: The deadline for articles for the Summer newsletter is 24th August 2025 
All contributions will be gratefully received!  

Forthcoming Events 
 
NEFSG  FORAY PROGRAMME 2025  
 
All events meet at 10:30am for an 11.00am start unless otherwise stated. 
 
Sat Jul 19th   Summer Social in a Village Hall, bring your own food, fun events,  

         displays and a foray, tba 
Sat Aug 30th Beginner’s Foray, Chopwell Woods -  Mike Cruse 
Sat Sep 6th   Black Plantation nr Lanchester -  Lesley Hodgson 
 
Saturday August 30th  Beginner’s Foray , Chopwell Wood, Rowlands Gill  
 
Mixed woodland , a very popular foray site in the past with lots of interesting fungi . Get help to ID 
fungi from a number of friendly experts on hand . 
 
Signposted A694 Consett from the A1 , at Rowlands Gill take the B6315 up to Hookergate near High 
Spen (Brown tourist signs for the Wood) . Meet at the main large car park ½ mile from the 
entrance. If parking under the pylons , (optional) , you may experience a tingling sensation when 
touching your car !  
 
Grid Ref:- NZ 137 584  
Post Code :- NE39 2AG  
what3words :-  music.layers.feasting 
Contact :-  mikecruse@live.com  mob:- 07748276183  
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Get Ready for a Summer Social BBQ & Fungi Fun Day!  

 

Dear NEFSG member, family & friends, 

Join us on Saturday, 19th July from 11-4 at THE SNODS Community Hall in Snods 
Edge, Shotley Bridge, DH8 9TJ for a day packed with fun and Fungi. 

 

We will start the day with a warm welcome from me, Cath Gillie, followed by a diverse 
program of optional talks, games, and activities. Whether you're a seasoned forayer or 
new to the group, it's the perfect chance to meet everyone and discover what we're all 
about. 

 

Explore fascinating displays including fungi dyeing, earthstars, fungi stamps, fungi 
greeting cards, photographs, ceramics, music and a book sale. Plus, watch artist 
Andrew Thurm live-painting fungi and get tips for budding artists! 

A delicious BBQ Lunch will be available for a small charge, with tea, coffee, and soft 
drinks freely available.  

There will also be a short Foray in the woods and churchyard next to the Hall 

 

Please -bring along a cake to share and, if you fancy something stronger, feel free to 
bring a bottle of wine, beer, etc. 

. 

Don't miss out on this fantastic opportunity to have fun, learn, and connect with fellow 
fungi enthusiasts. We can't wait to see you there! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Catherine Gillie  

Chairperson 

07835 658562 
Cat.gillie@btinternet.com 
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Fungus Snippets  
Number 2 

 

I qualified as a forestry supervisor in 1957 and I was offered a job in NE England. Many lads did not 
ask to be posted to NE England in case they were offered a job at Kielder where public transport 
was unreliable. I reported to the head forester of Pickering Forest but the day after he was moving 
to take charge of Wykeham Forest and nursery. The replacement head forester was T N Terry 
(Note the initials). His move was delayed because his deaf father who farmed at Bakethin, now 
under Kielder Water, had been killed by the last train using the Newcastle to Scotland line. 
Eventually TNT, who was single, and his mother arrived at Raper’s Farm SE823935, the HQ for 
Pickering Forest. TNT had served in the army during World War 2 in Iceland and he was good at 
delegating. A letter was received from the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust asking if they could visit the 
forest sometime in summer as the trust had never arranged meetings in the valley from Pickering 
north to the sand quarries at SE833883. TNT asked me to arrange the meeting. At the meeting a 
man named Willis Bramley met me. He retired from farming at Fairburn Ings and settled in 
Whitfield Avenue, Pickering the street next to where I lived. Fairburn Ings farm subsided due to 
coal mining underneath. It is now a nature reserve lake owned by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 
Willis had a car and he visited me at Pickering Forest several times and he introduced me to 
Mycology. I did not start filling in recording sheets until about 1990so fungi found on his visited 
were not recoded. Willis found a pale brown cup fungus on disturbed soil churned up by a grader 
making an earth track from Stape village SE796925 to Raper’s Farm hill top. This fungus was new to 
Yorkshire. On a visit to woods at SE808934 I asked Willis to describe how to identify Plums and 
Custard. The notes are in one of my diaries. 
 
The next snippet will inform you about a fungus I found new to the world. I bet it will surprise you. 
 
Gordon Simpson 
 

 
Pholiota squarrosa – Paul Forster 
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We had a super lichen and fungi hunt on Saturday (26th April) at 
Stanhope Bridge.  A lovely walk along hedgerows and beside the 
river. We came across an old birds nest that was made from 
Ramalina farinacea and Evernia prunastri. We recorded 40 lichen 
species.  New ones for me were Opegrapha niveoatra with its many 
picnidia, Lecidella elaeochroma forma soralifera and Physconia 
enteroxantha. There was a lot of Phlyctis argena painted on the 
trees with one nearly completely white. A nice fungus find was a 
patch of Coprinellus domesticus. 
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